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Lake Como Design Festival

15 --- 24 september 2023





For its fifth edition, Lake Como Design Festival chooses the 
observation of nature as its guiding thread. "Naturalis historia" 
will be the title of this new event, inspired by the homonymous 
work by Pliny the Elder (1). In the year of the Bimillenary of his 
birth (Como, 23 A.D.), the theme chosen is intended as a tribute 
to the writer and naturalist, to his eclectic and curious character 
of forgotten, new and useful things.
(1) Pliny the Elder was a man characterised by insatiable curiosity and he wrote many works, but most of his vast 
production is lost, except for few fragments. The only work that has come down to us is his masterpiece, the Naturalis 
historia; a vast encyclopaedia in 37 volumes covering geography, anthropology, zoology, botany, medicine, mineralogy, 
metalworking and art history. This work, read and studied in the centuries, especially in the Middle Ages and during the 
Renaissance, is today a fundamental document of scientific knowledge from antiquity.
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In particular, among Pliny's writings, the never predictable 
census of the animal and plant world, as well as the valuable 
information in books on mineralogy, define the topics that the
next edition of the festival will stage in a series of meetings, 
exhibitions and site-specific installations. Designers, artists, 
gallery owners and publishers, both Italian and international, 
will meet again around the shores of Lake Como for a unique 
inclusive experience.
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Lake Como Design Festival renews its appointment with 
contemporary designers, this year curated by Giovanna Massoni. 
Also for this new edition, all selected works will be exhibited 
during the festival days and on sale through an online auction 
dedicated to the event, organized exclusively by Catawiki, 
already a partner in past editions.  
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Giovanna Massoni. Photo by Celia Pernot
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I like to think of contemporary design as an open catalogue, a shared and interconnected repertoire of objects and experiments, of materials 
and technologies that challenge climate change and the scarcity of natural resources. A dialogue between past and future, between vernacular 
manufacturing practices and technological dematerialisation, between organic materials and new biocomposite materials, between reuse 
processes and future scenarios where our waste becomes fossils. Design - which has always been a collaborative act - is today more than 
ever an anti-disciplinary exercise, an encyclopaedia of hybrid attitudes that combines applied or speculative research with making, through a 
paradigm that lets the human and non-human interact. 

In the current context, the artisanal, experimental and iterative dimension questions mass production: the dichotomy is no longer just local/
global, frugality/hyper-consumption, but resolves itself in being part of the earth, in our very being and living with nature. Paraphrasing Tim 
Ingold, design has the task of cooperating with things in order to know them and know itself. The creative process depends on interaction 
with the material, the tools, the environment, both natural and social. Again, according to Ingold, the only way we can know this world is to 
engage directly with it, growing our learning from within the practices.1 The new design speaks of sustainability, circularity and bioecology, 
regenerative materials, non-extractive processes and local resources, activating interdisciplinary collaborations and production systems that 
are environmentally friendly, sharable, adaptable, modulable. Organic fibres and biomaterials, objects that are born in and return to nature, 
processes and elements pertaining to botany, zoology and the mineral kingdom, testify with disruptive radicalness or poetic gestures that the 
design culture turns its gaze to the planet, and learns by making.  

What, in my opinion, creates a surprising link between Gaius Plinius Secundus and the new design, is not only the insatiable curiosity of the 
'protomartyr of experimental science' (as Italo Calvino called him). Pliny the Elder is the one who pronounced the topical "the only certainty is 
that nothing is certain" and who, starting from this assumption, composed a masterly work that combines zoology, mineralogy, botany and the 
history of art in the great embrace of the Naturalis historia, suggesting an interesting exegesis of production in close correlation with the living 
system. 

The objects we will present in this edition will contribute to creating an anthology of narratives that narrate the transition towards a world of 
change: mutable, imperfect, fragile, where design - no longer a discipline of anthropocentric solutions - creates experimentation and tells us 
how to know, evoke, repair and care for our ecosystem.

Giovanna Massoni

1 Tim Ingold - Making. Anthropology, Archaeology, Art and Architecture, Routledge, 2013
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Giovanna Massoni (born in Milan, lives and works in Brussels) is an independent curator and consultant working in the field of design and 
visual arts. Since 2005 she has collaborated regularly with institutions for the promotion of Belgian and international design. Constantly 
searching for collaborative methodologies and innovative forms that can valorize and communicate the cultural and social value of design, she 
strongly supports this practice for its ability to facilitate openness, interconnections and interdisciplinary collaboration, today indispensable for 
the construction of a new ecosystem of values and objects.

Among her most important missions to date:
Since 2006, it has collaborated with Belgian federal institutions in the organisation, communication and curating exhibitions during Design 
Week in Milan under the brand Belgium is Design (a.o. 'Perspectives' and 'The Toolbox' both presented at the Triennale of Milan, in 2012 and 
2013 respectively). Guest curator in 2006, 2008, 2015 of the Biennial International Design Biennial in Saint-Étienne (France); project manager for 
the DesignSingaporeCouncil for Milan Design Week in 2008. In 2009 and 2011 she worked as consultant for the EESC (European Economic and 
Social Committee) for the first and second edition of the Sustainable Design Award. From 2012 to 2018 she was artistic director of RECIPROCITY, 
International Triennial of Design for Social Innovation in Liège (BE). In 2020, she curated the Maison POC Circular Economy, as part of Lille 
Metropole 2020, World Design Capital. In 2021, as part of the Belgium is Design activities, she conceived and curated The object becomes. -a 
film directed by Alexandre Humbert on 9 "best practices' of contemporary Belgian design, which continues to travel to international festivals, 
events and international schools, such as MDFF 2021 and the New York Architecture and Design Film Festival 2022. Her most recent exhibition 
project, presented from 25 September 2022 to 8 January 2023 at the CID Grand-Hornu in Belgium, “At the coalface! Design in the post-carbon 
age” is an exhibition that brings together international designers, architects and artists around the theme of design in relation to the research 
and development of new zero-impact materials and techniques. Between 2017 and 2019, she collaborated with the Italian Cultural Institute in 
Brussels to the organisation of the Italian Design Day. Since 2007, she has been invited to participate in juries and design conferences all over 
the world. Among the most recent: What Design Can Do, Mexico, October 2021; Eco Solidarity -Wanted Design & EUNIC / ICFF in 2021, New 
York (USA); Helsinki Design Week in 2018 (FI); Design Canberra Special guest in 2016, Canberra (AU). More recently, she collaborated with 
ENSCI Les Ateliers in Paris and ENSAV La Cambre in Brussels as part of the research programme for students of the Master Textile Design.
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In order to participate in the selection, please send your project
and a short description to info@lakecomodesignfestival.com

Each exhibitor will have a 100X100 cm module available, at 500 euros per module, for up to 2 modules.
The partecipation includes:

- Press preview.
- N2 invitations to the opening cocktail (September 15th) reserved for exhibitors, press and sponsors.
- N2 free pass with unlimited entry for the entire duration of the festival.
- 9 exhibition days open to the public.
- Online auction in collaboration with Catawiki.
- Promotion on national and international trade magazines.
- Dedicated photo shooting for each project.
- Content dedicated to the event on the festival's official website.
- Presence on the festival's Instagram profile.
- Unlimited access to all scheduled talks.
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As in past editions, Contemporary Design Selection will be 
hosted in a historic building in the city of Como, with the aim 
of creating a dialogue between contemporary design, historical 
and architectural heritage, accompanying the visitor in a unique 
immersive experience around Lake Como, that is able to 
of seduce for its beauty since the times of the Grand Tour. 
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Lake Como Design Festival boasts collaboration with selected 
media partners who have contributed to the success of these 
four editions and believed in the quality of our journey.
From 2018 to 2022, the festival collaborated with:
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Past editions



Sala Bianca, Teatro Sociale Como, 2018 Sala Turca, Teatro Sociale Como, 2018



Palazzo del Broletto, 2019



Palazzo del Broletto, 2019



Sala Bianca, Teatro Sociale Como, 2019 Sala dello Zodiaco, Teatro Sociale Como, 2019



Palazzo Valli Bruni, 2021



Palazzo Valli Bruni, 2021



Museo Casartelli, 2022



Museo Casartelli, 2022



Museo Casartelli, 2022



Coordination
Francesca Prandelli
fp@lakecomodesignfestival.com

Organising committee
info@lakecomodesignfestival.com

Lake Como Design Festival 
is a project by Wonderlake Como


